





THE ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

CASE NO. 14-1
(Court Administration)

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
NO, 14-13

IN RE: ADOPTION OF AND
AUTHORIZATION TO UTILIZE
STATUS Quo TEMPORARY
DOMESTIC RELATIONS ORDER,
WITH OR  WITHOUT  MINOR
CHILDREN, IN THE ELEVENTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA

WHEREAS, to promote the stability of families going through a divorce or in
paternity actions; and

WHEREAS, to provide guidance to parties in a dissolution of marriage or
paternity action to help parties pattern their behavior in ways that reduce the negative
impact that such proceedings have on the children and the parties involved; and

WHEREAS, to reduce the number of “emergency” hearings during the beginning
stages of dissolution of marriage and paternity actions, thereby promoting stability and
preserving resources of the parties and the court; and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the parties and children or child, as the
case may be, that parents in a divorce or paternity case learn about the problems,
duties, and responsibilities of litigation and parenting after separation and divorce, and
that the parties preserve their assets and comply with court rules; and

WHEREAS, the judges assigned to the Family Division of the Eleventh Judicial
Circuit, with the assistance of the Family Law Bar, developed a status quo temporary
order (hereinafter “Order”} to be utilized in dissolution of marriage and paternity actions,
in an effort to achieve the hereinabove stated goals; and

WHEREAS, the undersigned finds that it is in the best interest of the parties and
any minor children of the parents in dissolution of marriage and paternity actions to
adopt and authorize the use of the Order in this Circuit, as may be modified as deemed
appropriate by the presiding judges in such actions;



NOW, THEREFORE, pursuant to the authority vested in me as Chief Judge of
the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, under Rule 2.215, Florida Rules of Judicial
Administration, it is hereby ORDERED:

1, The Status Quo Temporary Domestic Relations Order, With or Without Minor
Children (hereinafter referred to as “Order”), attached hereto as Exhibit “A” is
hereby adopted and authorized for use in dissolution of marriage and paternity
actions in the Eleventh Judicial Circuit of Florida, as may be generally amended
from time fo time. The terms and conditions of said Order may be modified,
terminated, or amended as deemed appropriate by the presiding judges in such
actions.

2. it is the responsibility of the Petitioner and/or Petitioner’s counsel to provide the
Respondent with a copy of the Order by including it with the petition at time of
service.

3. The Clerk of Court is hereby directed to post a copy of the Order on its website
so that it is readily available to the Petitioner and/or Petitioner’s counsel when the
case is filed.

4. Failure to comply with the Order may result in appropriate sanctions against the
offending party.

This Administrative Order shall take effect immediately upon execution and shall remain in
effect until further order of the Court.

DONE AND ORDERED in Chambers at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on this 6th
day of August, 2014.

BERTILA SOTO, CHIEF JUDGE
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA



EXHIBIT *A”

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE 11" JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR MIAMI-DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA

ISSUED PURSUANT TO ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 14-13

STATUS QUO TEMPORARY DOMESTIC RELATIONS
ORDER, WITH OR WITHOUYT MINOR CHILDREN

The following Status Quo Temporary Domestic Relations Order, With or Without Minor
Children (hereinafter “Order™) shall apply to both parties in an otiginal dissolution of marriage or
paternity action. This Order shall be in cffect with regard to the petitioner upon filing of the
petition;, and with regard to the respondent, upon service of the summons and petition or upon
waiver and acceptance of service. The Order shall remain in effect during the pendency of the
action unless modified, terminated, or amended by further order of presiding judge in the action.

It is in the best interests of the parties in a dissolution of marriage or paternity action 1o
learn about the problems, duties and responsibilities that may arise during their dissolution or
paternity proceeding. It is also important for the parties to prescrve their assets, act in the best
interests of their children and comply with Court rules and orders. Therefore, the parties are
hereby advised:

1. NO RELOCATION OF CHILDREN: Unless there is a prior court order, domestic
violence injunction (permanent or temporary) or agreement signed by both parties, to the
contrary, neither party will permanently remave, cause to be removed, nor permit the removal of
any minor children of the parties from their current county of residence. The intent of this
restriction is not to prohibit temporary travel within the State of Florida. Neither party shall
apply for any passport nor passport services on behalf of the children, without an order of the
court from the presiding judge.

2. CHILD SUPPORT: Unless there is a prior court order, domestic violence injunction
(permanent or temporary) or agreement signed by both parties, if the parties have minor
children and choose to live apart while the action is pending, the parent with whom the children
are not residing for a majority of the time should make voluntary payments of child support to
the other parent, prior to the entry of an order requiring payment of child support. Child support
should be in an amount as determined by the Uniform Child Support Guidelines, Section 61.30,
Florida Statutes. Since child support can be ordered retroactive to the date of filing the petition,
it is advisable that the party making payment keep proof of the payments and bring them to
court. Signed receipts should be obtained for any cash payments. Parent/child access and child
support are separate and distinct under the law. Accordingly, a child’s right to access to his or
her parent is not contingent upon the payment of child support.

3. SHARED PARENTING GUIDELINES: These guidelines apply unless there is a
prior court order, domestic violence injunction (permanent or temporary) or agreement of the
_parties to the contrary. The safety, financial security, and mental well-being of the children
involved in these cases are of paramount concern. It is mandatory thar parents complete a
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parenting class and know, understand, and follow the court's guidelines for parents in dissolution
cases with children. The partics are ordered to abide by the principles of shared parental
responsibility, which means:

3.1 Both parents shall confer with each other so that major decisions affecting the
welfare of the children shall be determined jointly. Such decisions include, but are not limited
to, education, discipline, religion, medical, and general upbringing.

3.2 Each parent shall exercise, in the uimost good faith, his and her best efforts at all
times to encourage and foster the maximum relations, love, and affection between the minor
children of the parties and the other parent, Neither parent shall impede, obstruct, or interfere
with the exercise by the other parent of his or her right to companionship with the minor
children.

3.3 Each parent shall have access to tecords and information pertaining to the minor
children, including, but not limited to, medical, dental, and school records.

3.4 Neither parent shall make any disparaging remarks about the other parent or quiz
the children as to the other parent's private life. It is the children's right to be spared from
experiencing and witnessing any animosity or ill-feeling, if any should occur, between the
parents, and the minor children should be encouraged to maintain love, respect, and affection for
both parents.

3.3 The relationship between the parents shall be courteous and respectful as possible,
relatively formal, low-key, and public.

3.6 Each parent has a duty to communicate directly with the children concerning
his/her relationship with them to the extent warranted by their age and maturity. Neither parent
can expect the other parent to continually act as a “buffer” or “go-between.” For example,
should either parent be unable to exercise time-sharing, that parent should explain this directly to
the child.

3.7 Both parents shall be entitled to participate in and attend special activities in
which the minor children are engaged, such as religious activities, school programs, sports events
and other extracurricular activities, and jmportant social events in which the children participate.
Each parent should keep the other notified of these events.

3.8 The children shall not be referred to by any other last name than the one listed on
their birth certificate.

3.9 Each parent has a duty to discuss with the other parent the advantages and
disadvantages of all major decisions regarding the children and to work together in an effort to
reach a joint decision. For example, this duty would include an obligation to discuss & decision
to remove a child from public school in order to enroll the child in private school.

3.10 Neither parent shall conceal the whereabouts of the children, and each parent
will keep the other advised at all times of the residential address and phone numbers where the




children will be staying while with the other parent. Each parent shall notify the other
immediately of any emergency pertaining to any child of the parties.

3.11 Each party shall provide to the other party his or her residence address,
residence, work, and cellular telephone numbers, and e-mail address, Each party shall notify the
other party, in writing, of any and all changes in his or her residence address and residence,
work, and cellular telephone numbers, and e-mail address. Such notification shall be done
within five (5) days of any such change and shall include the complete new address or complete
new telephone number(s) and/or e-mail address.

4. REQUIRED ATTENDANCE IN A 4-HOUR PARENTING COURSE: SECTION
61.21, FLORIDA STATUTES. All parties to dissolution of marriage proceedings with minor
children or to paternity proceedings shall be required to complete the Parent Education and
Family Stabilization Course prior to the entry by the court of a final judgment, as follows:

4.1 Required Attendance. The Petitioner must complete the course within 45 days
after the filing of the petition, and all other parties must complete the course within 45 days
after service of the petition. The presiding judge may excuse a party from attending the
parenting course for good reason. The programs are educational programs designed to assist
parents and children in making transitions during and after the divorce. A certificate of
completion for each party must be filed with the Clerk of Court.

4.2 Cost. Each party shall pay their respective cost of the Certified Parenting Course.
The cost is determined by the agencies providing the different programs. No person shall be
refused permission to attend because of inability to pay.

4.3 Non-Compliance. If either party does not attend and complete the Certified
Parenting Course, upon filing of an affidavit of non-compliance, the presiding judge will enter an
Order to Show Cause and will schedule a hearing date. At the hearing, the non-complying party
will demonstrate why he or she has not attended the Parenting Education and Family
Stabilization Course. The presiding judge may impose sanctions, including a Stay of
Proceedings, or any other sanction the presiding judge finds just.

5,  MEDIATION: Unless there is a prior coutt order, domestic violence injunction
(permanent or temporary) or agreement signed by both parties, the parties are required to attend
mediation prior to any final hearing or as otherwise ordered by the Court. The parties may
utilize the mediation services provided by this Circuit’s in-house mediators or the services of a
private mediator.

6. CONDUCT OF THE PARTIES DURING THE CASE: Both parties are ordered
to refrain from physical, verbal, or any other form of harassment of the other, including, but not
limited to, acts done in person or by telephone, email, or text messaging at their residence or at
work.

7. DISPOSITION OF ASSETS AND CASE: Neither party in a dissolution of
marriage action will conceal, damage, nor dispose of any asset, whether jointly or separately
owned, nor will either party dissipate the value of any asset (for example, by adding a mortgage
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to real estate), cxcept by written consent of the parties or an order of court. Neither party will
cancel nor cause to be canceled any utilities, including telephone, electric, or water and sewer.
Notwithstanding, the parties may spend their income in the ordinary course of their business,
personal, and family affairs. Neither party will conceal, hoard, nor waste jointly-owned funds,
whether in the form of cash, bank accounts, or other highly liquid assets, except that said funds
can be spent for the necessities of life. The use of funds or income after separation must be
accounted for and justified as reasonable and necessary for the necessitics of the party or to
preserve marital assets or pay marital debts. Attorney’s fees and costs are necessities and must
be accounted for by each party. Both parties are accountable for all money or property in their
possession after separation and during the dissolution of matriage proceedings. Any party who
violates this provision will be required to render an accounting and may be later sanctioned for
wasting a matital asset. To the extent there are pending contracts or transactions affected by this
paragraph, the affected party may seck relief from the presiding judge, on an expedited basis, if
the parties are unable to resolve the issue.

8. PERSONAL AND BUSINESS RECORDS: Neither party will, directly nor
indirectly, conceal from the other or destroy any family records, business records, or any
records of income, debt, or other obligations.

9. INSURANCE POLICIES: Any insurance policies in effect at the fime the
petition was filed, shall not be terminated, allowed to lapse, modified, horrowed against,
pledged, or otherwise encumbered by either of the parties or at the direction of either party.
This includes medical, hospital and/or dental insurance for the othér party or the minor
children, Neither party shall change the beneficiaries of any existing life insurance policies,
and each party shall maintain all existing insurance policies in full force and effect, without
change of their terms, unless agreed to in writing by both parties. All policy premiums will
continue to be paid in full on a timely basis, unless there is an order of the court by the presiding
judge or written agreement of the parties to the contrary. In order to modify this provision, or any
other provision, the party must follow the procedure set forth in Paragraph 12.

10. ADDITIONAL DEBT; Neither party in a dissolution of marriage action may
incur any unreasonable debts or additional personal debt which would bind the other spouse,
inchunding, but not limited to, further borrowing against any credit line secured by the family
residence, further encumbering any assets, or unreasonably using credit/bank cards or cash
advances against said cards, except with written consent of the parties or order of the court by
the presiding judge. The partics are strongly urged to temporarily refrain from using joint credit
cards, except for absolute necessities and only as a last resort. Abuse of credit, especially the
other spouse's credit, offends the court's sense of equity and will be dealt with accordingly.

11. SANCTIONS: The presiding judge will sanction any party who fails, without
good cause, to satisfactorily comply with the rules pertaining to the production of financial
records and other documents, or fails, without good cause, to answer interrogatories or attend a
deposition. When setling hearings, conferences, and depositions, an attorney must make a good
faith effort to coordinate the date and time with opposing counsel.



12. JUDICIAL ENFORCEMENT: Failure to comply with the terms of this Order
may result in appropriate sanctions against the offending party.

13. SERVICE AND APPLICATION OF THIS ORDER: The Petitioner or
Petitioner’s attorney shall serve a copy of this Order with a copy of the petition. This Order
shall bind the Petitioner upon the filing of this action and shall become binding on the
Respondent upon service of the initial pleading. This Order shall remain in full force and effect
until further order of the court. Any part of this Order not changed by some later order or
subsequent written agreement of the patties remains in effect. Nothing in this Order shall
preclude cither party from applying to the presiding judge for further temporary orders or any
temporary injunction. Should either party wish to modify this Order, an appropriate motion must
be filed with the Family Division of the Clerk’s Office in the county where the action is pending,
to be set on motion calendar for the court to determine the scheduling of a hearing. An
" evidentiary hearing on a motion seeking enforcement or modification of this Order shall be
accorded priority on the court’s calendar. This entire Order will terminate once a final judgment
is entered.

DONE AND ORDERED at Miami-Dade County, Florida, on this 6th day of August,
2014.

BERTILA SOTO, CHIEF JUDGE
ELEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT







LUIS E. INSIGNARES*

PLEADINGS

INTRODUCTION

A. [§5.1]  Scope Of Chapter

B. [§5.2] Nature Of Pleadings

C. Significance Of Proper Pleading
L. [§5.3] In Genersl
2, [§5.4] General Or Specific Allegations
3. [§55] Amendments

PETITION
A. [§5.6] Short And Plain Or Narrative Pleadings
B. [§5.7] Verification
C. [§5.8] Parties
‘D. Basic Allegations
- 1. [§59] In General
2. [§5.10] Residence
©3. [§5.11] Existence Of Valid Marriage
4. [§5.12] Grounds For Dissolution
3. Social Security Numbers .
"6 Form For Basic Allegations

Specific Allegations
Agreements
2. [§5.15] In General
b. [§5.16) Form For Petition When Agreement Exists
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Equitable Distribution
a. [§5.17] InGeneral
b. [§5.18] Sample Allegations
Alimony
a. [§5.19] InGeneral
b. [§5.20] Sample Allegations
Attorneys’ Fees, Suit Money, And Costs
a, [§521] InGeneral
b, [§5.22] Sample Allegation
Child Support
a. [§523] InGeneral
b. [§5.24] Sample Allegation
Exclusive Use And Occupancy Of Home Or Property
a. [§525) InGeneral
b. [§5.26] Sample Allegations
Parenting Plan And Time-Sharing
a. [§527] InGeneral
b. [§5.28] Sample Allegations
¢. [8§5.29] Information Reguired By UCCIEA
Partition
a. [§5.30] InGeneral
b. [§5.31] Form For Partition
9. [§5.32) Temporary Relief
10. [§5.33] Form For Joinder Of Corporate Party
11, [§5.34] Tort Claims
F. [§5.35] Other Documents

RESPONSIVE PLEADINGS

A, Answer
1. [§5.36] InGeneral
2. [85.37] Denial Of Trretrievable Break In Marriage
3. [§5.38] UCCIEA Requirements

B. [§5.39] Counterpetition

[§5.40] SIMPLIFIED DISSOLUTION OF MARRJAGE







24™ ANNUAL NUTS & BOLTS OF FAMILY LAW
Intro to Divorce, Divorce Pleadings and Pitfalls, Temporary Support & Fees
By Richard J. Preira, Esquire and Kira E. Willig, Esquire

Sample Qutline {or Consultation

1. Background Information
a. Client and Party Information
b. Pertinent Dates (date of marriage, separation, filing)
¢. Professional Information (judge, lawyers, accountants, et al)
d. Case Status (if case in progress, include any upcoming dates

2. Action List
a. Retainer and fees quoted to client
b. Action plan created with client
¢. List of any decuments you advised you would send client (ex. financial affidavit,
proposed parenting plan, parenting course information)
d. List of any documents your client advised would send

3. Parenting Issues
a. Children: All information needed for UCCIEA
b. If contested, use factors of §61.13 and §61.13001 (if relocation) to guide questions
and elicit potential witnesses, exhibits, information)

4, Equitable Distribution
a. All information as to assets, liabilities, facts that affect identification, classification,
valuation, claim for an unequal distribution (use factors of §61.075 if an issue), and
party preference for being awarded certain property

5. Spousal Support
a. Incomes, employment, work history, plan or status quo of temporary support
b. Use factors of §61.08 if an issue

6. Child Support
a. Information as to incomes, health insurance, childcare, extra expenses attendant to
child support, children’s school/activities, special needs, anticipated dependency
beyond reaching majority.
b. Can use DPA, websites, or child support app to calculate estimated child support for
client
¢. Use factors of §61.30 if deviation is an issue






INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FORM 12.901(b)(1),
PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH DEPENDENT OR
MINOR CHILD(REN) (07/13)

When should this form be used?

This form should be used when a husband or wife is filing for a dissolution of marriage and you and your
spouse have a dependent or minor child{ren) together or the wife is pregnant. You and/or your spouse
must have lived in Florida for at least 6 months before filing for a dissolution in Florida. You must file
this forim if the following is true:

¢ You and your spouse have a dependent or minor child{ren) together or the wife is pregnant,

This form should be typed ar printed in black ink. After completing this form, you should sign the form
before a hotary public or deputy clerk. You should file the original with the clerk of the circuit court in
the county where you live and keep a copy for your records. Because you are filing the petition in this
proceeding, you may also be referred to as the petitioner and your spouse as the respondent,

What should I do next?

For your case to proceed, you must properly notify your spouse of the petition. If you know where he
or she lives, you should use persgnal service. If you absoluiely do not know where he or she lives, you
may use constructive service, You may also be able to use constructive service if your spouse resides in
another state or country. However, if constructive service is used, other than granting a divorce, the
court may only grant limited relief, which cannot include either spousal support (alimony) or child
support., For more information on constructive service, see Notice of Action for Family Cases with
Minor Child{ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.913{a){2}, and Affidavit of
Diligent Search and inquiry, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.913(b). If your spouse is in
the military service of the United States, additional steps for service may be required. See, for example,
Memorandum for Certificate of Military Service, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.912{a) and Affidavit of Military Service, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.912(b}. In sum, the law regarding constructive service and service on an individual in the military
service is very complex and you may wish to consult an attornay regarding these issues.

if personal service is used, your spouse has 20 days to answer after being served with your petition.
Your case will then generally proceed in one of the following three ways:

DEFAULT, If after 20 days, your spouse has not filed an answer, you may file a Motion for Default,
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.922(a), with the clerk of court. Then, if you have
filed all of the required papers, you may call the clerk, family faw intake staff, or judicial assistant to set
a final hearing. You must notify your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing (General},
Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of hearing form.

UNCONTESTED.  If your spouse files an answer that agrees with everything in your petition or an
answer and waiver, and you have complied with mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.201(b}{1), Petition for Dissolution of
Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child{ren} (07/13}




papers, you may call the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to set a final hearing. You
must notify your spouse of the hearing by using a Notice of Hearing (General), Florida Supreme Court
Approved Family Law Form 12.923, or other appropriate notice of hearing form.

CONTESTED... If your spouse files an answer or an answer and counterpetition which disagrees with or
denies anything In your petition, and you are unable to settle the disputed issues, you should file a
Notice for Trial, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12,924, after you have complied with
mandatory disclosure and filed all of the required papers. Some circuits may require the completion of
mediation before a final hearing may be set. You should contact the clerk, family law intake staff, or
judicial assistant for instructions on how to set your case for trial {final hearing). If your spouse files an
answer and counterpetition, you should answer the counterpetition within 20 days using an Answer to
Counterpetition, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(d).

Where can I look for more infoermation?

Before proceeding, you should read “General Information for Self-Represented Litigants” found at the
beginning of these forms. The words that are in bold underline in these instructions are defined there.
For further information, see chapter 61, Florida Statutes.

Special notes...

If you do not have the money to pay the filing fee, you may obtain an Application for Determination of
Civil Indigent Status from the clerk, fill it out, and the clerk will determine whether you are eligible to
have filing fees deferred.

If you want to keep your address confidential because you are the victim of sexual battery, aggravated
child abuse, aggravated stalking, harassment, aggravated battery, or domestic violence, do not enter the
address, telephone, and fax information at the bottom of this form. Instead, file a Request for
Confidential Filing of Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.980(h).

Wwith this form, you must also file the following:

«  Uniform Child Custody lurisdiction and Enforcement Act (UCCJEA) Affidavit, Florida Supreme
Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902{d).

s  Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e}, if
you are asking that child support be ordered in the final judgment. (If you do not know your
spouse’s income, you may file this worksheet after his or her financial affidavit has been served
on you.)

« Affidavit of Corrobarating Witness, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(i)
OR photocopy of current Florida driver's license, Florida identification card, or voter's
registration card {issue date of copied document must be at least six months before date case is
actually filed with the clerk of the circuit court).

e Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor
Child{ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f)(1), If you and your
spouse have reached an agreement on any or all of the issues.

« Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(j).

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.903(b}(1), Petition for Dissolution of
Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child(ren) {07/13)




« Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(b) or {c).
{This must be filed with the petition if the petltioner seeks to establish child support.
Otherwise, it must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on the respondent.)

s Certificate of Compliance with Mandatory Disclosure, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure
Form 12.932, (This must be filed within 45 days of service of the petition on the respondent, if
not filed at the time of the petition, unless you and your spouse have agreed not to exchange
these documents.)

¢ Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(a), {b), or (c). If the
parents have reached an agreement, a signed and notarized Parenting Plan should be attached.
If the parents have not reached an agreement, a proposed Parenting Plan may be filed.

Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing... f you and your spouse are unable to agree on parenting
arrangements and a time-sharing schedule, a judge will decide for you as part of establishing a Parenting
Plan. The judge will decide the parenting arrangements and time-sharing based on the child{ren)'s best
interests. Regardless of whether there is an agreement, the court reserves jurisdiction to madify lssues
relating to the minor child{ren).

The judge may request a parenting plan recommendation or appoint a guardian ad litem in your case.
This means that a neutral person will review your situation and report to the judge concerning parenting
issues. The purpose of such intervention is to be sure that the best interests of the child(ren) is (are)
being served. For more information, you may consult section 61.13, Florida Statutes.

A parenting course must be completed prior to entry of the final judgment. You should contact the
clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant about requirements for parenting courses where you
live,

Listed below are some terms with which you should become familiar before completing your petition. If
you do hot fully understand any of the terms below or their implications, you should speak with an
attorney before going any further.

e Shared Parental Responsibility

» Sole Parental Responsibility

e« Supervised Time-Sharing

¢ No contact

s Parenting Plan

e Parenting Plan Recommendation
« TYime-Sharing Schedule

Child Support.. The court may order one parent to pay child support to assist the other parent in
meeting the child(ren)’s material needs. Both parents are required to provide financial support, but
one parent may be ordered to pay a portion of his or her support for the child{ren} to the other parent.
Florida has adopted guidelines for determining the amount of child support to be paid. These guidelines
are based on the combined income of both parents and take into account the financial contributions of
both parents. You must file a Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure
Form 12,902(b} or (c), and your spouse will be required to do the same, From your financial affidavits,
you should be able to calculate the amount of child support that should be paid using the Child Support
Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e). Because the child

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.901{b}{1}, Petition for Dissolution of
Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child{ren) {(07/13)



support guidelines take several factors into consideration, change over time, and vary from state to
state, your child support obligation may be more or less than that of other people In seemingly similar
situations.

Alimony... Alimony may be awarded to a spouse if the judge finds that he or she has an actual need for
it and also findsthat the other spouse has the ability to pay. If you want alimony, you must request it in
writing in the original petition or counterpetition, If you do not request alimany in writing before the
final hearing, it s waived (you may not request it later). You may request permanent alimony, bridse-
the-gap alimony, durational alimony, lump sum alimony, or rehabilitative alimony,

Marital/Nonmarital Assets and Liabilities... Florida law requires an equitable distribution of marital
assets and marital liabilities. “Equitable” does not necessarily mean "equal.” Many factors, including
chiid support, time-sharing, and alimony awards, may lead the court to make an unequal {but still
equitable) distribution of assets and fiabilities, Nonmarital assets and nonmarital liabilities are those
assets and liabilities which the parties agree or the court determines belong to, or are the responsibility
of, only one of the parties. If the parties agree or the court finds an asset or liability to be nonmarital,
the judge will not consider it when distributing marital assets and liabilities.

Temporary Relief.. If you need temporary relief regarding temporary use of assets, temporary
responsibility for liabilities, parental responsibility and time-sharing with child{ren), temporary child
support, or temporary alimony, you may file a Motion for Temporary Support and Time-Sharing with
Dependent or Minor Child{ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.947(a). For
more information, see the instructions for that form.

Marital Settlement Agreement... If you and your spouse are able to reach an agreement on any or all
of the issues, you should file a Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage with
Dependent or Minor Child{ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(f}{1). Both of
you must sign this agreement before a notary public or deputy clerk. Any issues on which you are
unable to agree will be considered contested and settled by the judge at the final hearing.

Parenting Plan.. In all cases involving minor or dependent child(ren), a Parenting Plan shall be
approved or established by the court. If you and your spouse have reached an agreement, you should
file one of the following: Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(a),
Safety-Focused Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995(b), or
Relocation/Long-Distance Parenting Plan, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.995{c),
which addresses the time-sharing schedule for the child(ren). If you have not reached an agreement, a
proposed Parenting Plan may be filed, If the parties are unable to agree, a Parenting Plan will be
established by the court.

Final Judgment Form... These family law forms contain a Final judgment of Dissolution of Marriage
with Dependent or Minor Child(ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.990(c)(1),
which the judge may use if your case is contested. If you and your spouse reach an agresment on all of
the issues, the judge may use a Final Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage with Dependent or Minor
Child({ren) {Uncontested), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.990(b}{1). You shouid
check with the clerk, family law intake staff, or judicial assistant to see if you need to bring a final
judgment with you to the hearing. I s0, you should type or print the heading, including the circult,
county, case number, division, and the parties’ names, and leave the rest blank for the judge to
complete at your hearing or trial.

(nstructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.801(b](1), Petition for Dissolution of
Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child{rer} {07/13)




Nonlawyer.. Remember, a person wha Is NOT an attorney is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps
you fill out these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida
Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.300(a), before he or she helps you. A honlawyer helping you fill
out these forms also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the
last page of every form he or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.901({b}(1), Petition for Dissolution of
Marriage with Dependent or Minor Child{ren) {07/13)




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE JUDICIAL CIRCUAT,
IN AND FOR COUNTY, FLORIDA

Case No.:
Division:

In re: The Marriage of:

Husband,

and

Wife.

PETITION FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE WITH
DEPENDENT OR MINOR CHILD(REN)

\, {full legal name) , the
[Choose only one)
{ YHusband{ )Wife, being sworn, certify that the followihg statements-are true:

1. JURISDICTION/RESIDENCE
( )YHusband { )Wife{ )Both has {have) lived in Florida for at least 6 months before the filing
of this Petition for Dissolution of Marriage.

2. The husband [Choose onlyone] { )is{ }is not a member of the military setvice.
The wife [Choose only one] { Jis{ }isnotamemberofthe military service,

3. MARRIAGE HISTORY
Date of marriage: {month, day, year)}
Date of separation: {month, day, vear} {__Please indicate If approximate)

4, DEPENDENT OR MINCR CHILD(REN)
[Choose all that apply]

a. ___ The wife is pregnant. Baby Is due on: {dute}
b. ___ The minor {under 18) child{ren} common to both parties are:
Name Birth date

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.901(b}{1), Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with
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¢.___The minar child{ren) born or conceived during the marriage who are not common to both
parties are:
Name Birth date

The birth father(s) of the above minor child{ren) is (are) {name and address}

d.___The child(ren) common to both parties who are 18 or oider but who are dependent upon
the parties due to a mental or physical disability are:
Name Rirth date

5. Acompleted Family Law Financial Affidavit, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form
12.902(b) or (c) [choose only one] ( ) is filed with this petition or { ) wiil be timely filed.

6. Acompleted Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement Act {UCCIEA) Affidavit, Florida
Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), is filed with this petition. (You must
complete and attach this form in a dissolution of marriage with minor child{ren)).

7. Acompleted Notice of Social Security Number, Florida Supreme Court Appraved Family Law
Form 12.902(j), is filed with this petition.

8. This petition for dissolution of marriage should be granted because:
[Choose only one]
a. ___The marriage Is irretrievably broken.
b. ___ One of the parties has been adjudged mentally incapacitated for a period of 3 years
prmr to the filing of this petition. A copy of the Judgment of Incapacity is attached.

SECTION 1. MARITAL ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
[Choose only one]
1. ___ There are no marital assets or liabilities.

2. __ There are marital assets or liabilities. All marital and nonmarital assets and liabilities are (or
will be) listed in the financial affidavits, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12,802(b}) or

{c}, filed in this case,

[Choose all that apply]

a. ___ All marital assets and liabilities have been divided by a written agreement between the
partles, which is attached, to be incorporated into the final judgment of disselution of
marriage. (The parties may use Marital Settlement Agreement for Dissolution of Marriage
with Dependent or Minar Child{ren), Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form

12.902{f){1).

b. ___ The Court should determine how the assets and liabilities of this marriage are to be
distributed, under section 61.075, Florida Statutes,

c. __ Husband ___ Wife should be awarded an interest in the other spouse’s property
because: ' ‘

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.901{b){1}, Petition for Dissolution of Marriage with
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SECTION Il. SPOUSAL SUPPORT (ALIMONY}

1. __ Hushand Wife forever gives up his/her right to spousal support {alimony) from the
other spouse .
OR

2. __ Husband Wife requests that the Court order the other spouse to pay the following

spousal support (alimony) and claims that he or she has an actual need for the support that he
or she is requesting and that the other spouse has the ability to pay that support, Spousal
support (alimony) is requested in the amount of $ every [ Jweek{ }otherweek( )
month, beginning {daote} and continuing until fdate or event}
Explain why the Court should order ___ Husband ____ Wife to pay, and any specific request(s)
for type of alimony {temporary, permanent, bridge-the-gap, durational, rehabilitative, and/or
lump sum}:

3, Other provisions relating to alimony, including any tax treatment and cansequences:

4. ( }Husband ( ) Wife requests life insurance on the other spouse’s life, provided by that
spouse , to secure such support,

SECTION 1ll. PARENTING PLAN ESTABLISHING PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AND TIME-SHARING

1, The minor chitd{ren) currently reside(s) with { } Mother { ) Father{ ) Other: fexplain}

2. Parental Responsibility, It Is in the child{ren)’s best interests that parental responsibility be:
[Choose only one]
a. __ shared by both Father and Mother.
b. __ awardedsolelyto( )Father{ }Mother. Shared parental responsibility would be
detrimental to the child{ren) because:

3, Parenting Plan and Time-Sharing. 1t is in the best interests of the child{ren) that the family be
ordered to comply with a Parenting Plan that { ) includes ) does not include parental time-
sharing with the child(ren). The Petitioner states that it is in the best interests of the child {ren)
that:

[Choose only one)
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a. ___The attached proposed Parenting Plan should be adopted by the court. The partles
[choose only one] { ) have [ ) have not agreed to the Parenting Plan.

b. ___ The court should establish a Parenting Plan with the following provisions:
___Notime-sharing for the ___ Father___ Mother,
____Limited time-sharing with the ___Father___Mother,
___ Supervised Time-Sharing for the ___ Father___ Mother.
___Supervised or third-party exchange of the child{ren}.
____Time-Sharing Schedule as follows:

4. Explain why this request is in the best interests of the chiid{ren):

SECTION V. CHILD SUPPORT
{Choose all that apply]

1. __ Husband __ Wife requests that the Court award child support as determined by Fiorida’s
child support guidelines, section 61.30, Florida Statutes. A completed Child Support Guidelines
Worksheet, Florida Family Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902{(e), { )is, or { }will be filed.
Such support should be ordered retroactive to:

a. ___the date of separation {date}
b. ___ the date of the filing of this petition.
c. ___ ather{date} {explain}
2. ___ Husband __Wife requests that the Court award child support to be paid beyond the age of
18 years because: :
a. __ the following child[ren) {name(s}}

is (are) dependent because of a mental or physical incapacity which began before the
age of 18, {explain}

b. _  the following child(ren) {name(s)} is (are) dependent in
fact, is {are) in high school, and are between the ages of 18 and 19; sald child(ren} Is (are)
performing in good faith with reasonable expectation of graduation before the age of 19.

3. __ Husband __ Wife requests that the Court award a child support amount that is more than
or less than Florida’s child support guidelines and understands that a Motion to Deviate from
Child Support Guidelines, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.543, must be
filed before the Court will consider this request.

4, __ Husband ___ Wife requests that medical/denta! insurance for the minor child{ren) be
provided by: '
[Choose only one)
a. ___ Husband.
b. __ Wife.
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5. __ Hushand ___Wife requests that uninsured medical/dental expenses for the child(ren) be
paid:

[ Choose only one]
a. __ byHusband.

b, __ hyWife.
¢. ___ by Husband and Wife equally [each pay one-half].
d. ___according to the percentages in the Child Support Guidelines Worksheet, Florida Family
Law Rules of Procedure Form 12.902(e}.
e, __ Other {fexplain}:
5. Husband __ Wife requests that life insurance to secure child support be provided by the

other spouse.

SECTION V, OTHER
1. Wife requests to be known by her former name, which was {full legal name}:

2. Other relief {specifyh:

SECTION VI. REQUEST (This section summarizes what you are asking the Court to include in the final
judgment of dissolution of marriage.)

[Choose only one] Husband ___Wife reguests that the Court enter an order dissolving the
marriage and:
[Choose all that apply]

1. __ distributing marital assets and liabilities as requested in Section | of this petition;
2. ___ awarding spousal support {alimony) as requested in Section [l of this petition;
3. _  adopting or establishing a Parenting Plan containing provisions for parental respansibility

and time-sharing for the dependent or minor child(ren) common to both parties, as requested in
Section HI of this petition;

4. __ establishing child support for the dependent or minor child(ren) common to bath parties, as
requested in Section IV of this petition;

5. __ restoring Wife's former name as requested in Section V of this petition;

6. ___ awarding other relief as requested in Section V of this petition; and any other terms the

Court deems necessary.
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| understand that | am swearing or affirming under oath to the truthfuiness of the claims made in this
petition and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines and/or
imprisonment.

Dated
Signature of { } HUSBAND { ) WIFE
Printed Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Telephone Number:
Fax Number:
Email Address;

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF

Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on by

MOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK

[Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or
deputy clerk.]

Personally known

Produced identification

Type of identification produced

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW:
[filt in all blanks] This form was prepared for the: {choose only one} () Husband () Wife

This form was completed with the assistance of:

{name of individual) ;
{name of business} i
{address} ,
{city} {state} ____, {telephone number}
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FLORIDA SUPREME COURT APPROVED FAMILY LAW
FORM 12.902(d), UNIFORM CHILD CUSTODY JURISDICTION AND
ENFORCEMENT ACT (UCCJEA) AFFIDAVIT (12/10)

When should this form be used?

This form should be used in any case involving custody of, visitation with, or time-sharing with any minor
child{ren). This affidavit is required even if the custedy of, visitation, or time-sharing with the minor
child{ren) are not in dispute.

This form should be typed or printed in black ink. After completing this form, you should sigh the form
hefore a notary public or deputy clerk. You should then filg the original with the clerk of the circuit
court in the county where the petition was filed and keep a copy for your records,

What should I do next?

A copy of this form must be mailed or hand delivered to the other party in your case, if it is not served
on him or her with your Initial papers.

Where can I look for more information?

Before proceeding, you should read General Information for Self-Represented Litigants found at the
beginning of these forms. The words that are in bold underline in these instructions are defined there.
For further information, see sections 61.501-61.542, Florida Statutes.

Special notes...

Chapter 2008-61, Laws of Florida, effective October 1, 2008, eliminated such terms as custodial parent,
nonhcustodial parent, primary residential parent, secondary residential parent, and visitation from
Chapter 61, Florida Statutes. Instead, parents are to develop a Parenting Plan that includes, among
other things, their time-sharing schedule with the minor child{ren). If the parents cannot agree, a
parenting plan will be established by the Court. However, because the UCCIEA uses the terms custody
and visitation, they are included in this form.

If you are the petitioner in an injunction for protection against domestic violence case and you have filed
a Request for Confidential Filing of Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form
12.980(h}, you should write confidential in any space on this form that would require you to write the
address where you are currently living.

Remember, a person who is NOT an attorney Is called a nonlawyer. If a nonlawyer helps you fill cut
these forms, that person must give you a copy of a Disclosure from Nonlawyer, Florida Family Law Rules
of Procedure Form 12.900{a), before he or she helps you. A nonlawyer helping you fill out these forms

instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.502(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction
and Enforcement Act (UCCIEA) Affidavit (12/10)




also must put his or her name, address, and telephone number on the bottom of the last page of every
form he or she helps you complete.

Instructions for Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Farm 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody furisdiction
and Enforcement Act {UCCIEA) Affidavit {12/10)}




IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE

iN AND FOR

COUNTY, FLORIDA

]

Petitioner,

and

;

Respondent.

Case No.;

JUDICIAL CIRCUIT,

Division:

UNIFORM CHILD CUSTODY JURISDICTION AND ENFORCEMENT ACT (UCCJEA}
AFFIDAVIT

\, {full legal name}

statements are true:

1, The number of minor child{ren) subject to this proceeding is

, belng sworn, certify that the following

. The name, place of

birth, birth date, and sex of each child; the present address, periods of residence, and places
where each child has lived within the past five (5) years; and the name, present address, and
relationship to the child of each person with whom the child has lived during that time are:

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS TRUE ABOUTCHILD # _1 _:

Child’s Fuli Legal Name:

Place of Birth:

Date of Birth:

Child’s Residence for the past 5 years:

Sex:

Dates
(From/To}

Address (including city and
state) where child lived

Name and present address of
person child lived with

Relationship
tG child

[present*

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
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S S

* |f you are the petitioner in an injunction for protection against domestic violence case and you have
filedaRequest for Confidential Filing of Address, Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form

12.980(h), you should write confidential in any space on this form that would require you to enter the
address where you are currently living.

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATEON IS TRUE ABOUT CHILD # :

" Child’s Full Legat Name:

Place of Birth: _

Date of Birth: Sex:

Child’s Residence for the past 5 years:

Dates
{From/To)

Address (including city and
state) where child lived

Name and present address of
person child lived with

Relationship
to child

[present

THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION 1S TRUE ABOUT CHILD # :

Child’s Full Legal Name:

Place of Birth:

Date of Birth: Sex:.

Child’s Residence for the past 5 years:

Dates
(From/To)

Address (including city and
state) where child lived

Name and present address of
person child lived with

Reiationship
to ¢child

/present

A

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.802(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
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2. Participation in custody or time-sharing proceeding(s}:

I:l [ Choose only one] 7

L— | HAVE NOT participated as a party, withess, or In any capacity in any other litigation or custody
proceeding in this or any other state, concerning custody of or time-sharing with_a child subject

D to this proceeding.

L | HAVE participated as a party, witness, or In any capacity in any other fitigation or custody
proceeding in this or another state, concerning custody of or time-sharing with a child subject
to this proceeding, Explain:

a. Name of each child:

b. Type of proceeding:

¢. Court and state:

d. Date of court order or judgment (if any):

3. Information about custody or time-sharing proceeding(s):
[Choose only one)
| HAVE NO INFORMATION of any custody or time-sharing proceeding pending in a court of this
or any other state concerning a child subject to this proceeding.
| HAVE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION concerning a custody or time-sharing proceeding
nending in a court of this or another state concerning a child subject to this proceeding, other
than set out in item 2, Explain:
a. Name of each child:

i

Type of proceeding:

b
¢. Court and state:
d. Date of court order or judgment (if any):

4. Persons not a party to this proceeding:
[Choosa only ene]
I DO NOT KNOW OF ANY PERSON not a party to this preceeding who has physical custody or
claims to have custody, visitation or time-sharing with respect to any child subject to this
proceeding.
| KNOW THAT THE FOLLOWING NAMED PERSON(S) not a party to this proceeding has (have)
physical custody or claim(s) to have custody, visitation, or time-sharlng with respect to any
child subject to this proceeding:
a. Name and address of person:

(N

D has physical custody () claims custody rights () claims visitation or time-sharing
Name of each child:

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d), Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
Act (UCCIEA) Affidavit {12/10)



b, Name and address of person:

([:b has physical custody ) claims custody rights (L) claims visitation. or time-sharing
Name of each child:

€. Name and address of person:

() has physical custody () claims custody rights {_}) claims visitation or time-sharing
Name of each child:

5. Knowledge of prior child support proceedings:
[Choose only one]
The child{ren} described in this affidavit are NOT subject to existing child support order(s} in this

1]

or any state or territory,

The child{ren} described in this affidavit are subject to the following existing child support
order(s):

a. Name of each child:

b. Type of proceeding:

c. Court and address:

d. Date of court order/judgment (if any}:

e. Amcaunt of child support paid and by whom:

6. |acknowledge that | have a continuing duty to advise this Court of any custody, visitation or
time-sharing, child support, or guardianship proceeding (including dissolution of marriage,
separate maintenance, child neglect, or dependency) concerning the child{ren} In this state or
any other state about which information is obtalned during this proceeding.

| certify that a copy of this document was [Choose only one] (D) mailed d:l} faxed and mailed dj) hand
delivered to the person(s) listed below on {date}

Other party or his/her attorney:
Name: _
Address:

City, State, Zip:
Fax Number;
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I understand that | am sweating or affirming under oath to the truthfulness of the claims
made in this affidavit and that the punishment for knowingly making a false statement includes fines
and/or imprisonment.

Dated:
Signature of Party
Printed Name:
Address:
City, State, Zip:
Telephone Number:
Fax Number:

STATE OF FLORIDA

COUNTY OF

Sworn to or affirmed and signed before me on by

NOTARY PUBLIC or DEPUTY CLERK

|:| [Print, type, or stamp commissioned name of notary or clerk.]
Personally known

Produced identification

Type of identification produced

IF A NONLAWYER HELPED YOU FILL OUT THIS FORM, HE/SHE MUST FILL IN THE BLANKS BELOW; [filtin
all blanks]

|, {ful legal name and trade name of nonlawyer}
a2 nonlawyer, located at {street] _ fcity}

{state} , {phone} , helped fname} .

who is the [Choose anly onef;hetitioner or!:‘respondent, fill out this form.

Florida Supreme Court Approved Family Law Form 12.902(d]}, Uniform Child Custody Jurisdiction and Enforcement
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